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1. BACKGROUND
The Environmental Records Information Centre North East (ERIC NE) collates species,
habitat and nature conservation site information for Northumberland, Tyne & Wear, County
Durham and the Tees Valley. This data is supplied to local authorities, government agencies,
conservation organizations, voluntary groups, local recorders, consultants, landowners,
educational establishments and the public via data searches, data licensing and data
exchanges.
Working closely with the local recording community, ERIC NE now manage a database of
almost 2.9 million species records. This data is available due to the hard work and
dedication of the voluntary recorders and naturalist groups who share their records as well
as the organisations who collect data as part of their normal business.

2. AIMS OF ERIC NE


To collate and manage biological and geological data relating to the North East of
England



To provide a high quality data service, supplying information to all those who require
it for legitimate environmental purposes



To act as a signposting service to datasets not directly held by ERIC NE



To be partnership‐led and not ‘owned’ by any one user or funder



To provide support and assistance for local recorders and recording groups and to
facilitate greater communication between the members of the recording community
in the North East



To encourage more people to appreciate North East's biodiversity and geodiversity,
promote and encourage greater participation in biological recording, and to increase
recording skills in the public



To maintain an online wildlife recording facility for easy submission and
management of biological records



To assist partners in identifying and filling data gaps within the region



To conform to nationally agreed standards and Association of Local Environmental
Records Centres (ALERC) accreditation criteria
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2. FINANCES
EXPENDITURE

Actual 2015/16

Information Technology
GIS licence (100 per PC)
NCC Recorder server
NCC Maintenance Computer Equipment
Hardware/Software/Other IT Requests
Staff Costs
Coordinator (Sc 6) 1.0 FTE
Coordinator (Sc 6) Maternity Cover 1.0 FTE
Officer (Sc 4) 1.0 FTE
Officer (Sc 4) 1.0 FTE
Officer (Sc 4) 1.0 FTE temp 6 months
POOR
Employers Insurance Liability
Staff Training
Recruitment
Occupational Health
General Office Costs & Overheads
Staff Travel & Expenses
Volunteer Expenses
Hospitality
Office Overheads GNM Recharge
Postage/Stationery/Equipment
Subscriptions (ALERC, NFBR)
Communications
Corporate Finance fee

£410.00
£2,855.00
£1,800.00
£4,014.21
£20,434.62
£20,495.70
£24,085.85
£3,649.35
£8,312.08
£865.20
£619.11
£779.84
£210.80
£804.00
£785.97
£149.63
£26.29
£2,500.00
£173.91
£470.00
£1,235.00
£2,000.00

Recorder Conference
Small Grant Scheme
Accreditation
Public Events & Wildlife Club
TOTAL EXPENDITURE

£1,801.99
£2,118.44
£0.00
£985.00
£101,581.99

FUNDING
Data Request Income (Estimated)
Northumbrian Water (commercial requests ‐ bulk buy)
Natural England LRC Grant ‐ inc PondNet support
Environment Agency SLA
Durham Wildlife Trust (DBAP local authorities)
Northumberland County Council SLA
Northumberland National Park Authority SLA
North Pennines CB&S Project
Darlington Borough Council
NWT Magnificent Meadows
TOTAL FUNDING

Apr 2015 ‐ Mar 2016
£61,003.60
£6,480.00
£12,420.00
£20,250.00
£8,128.00
£2,032.00
£1,000.00
£2,000.00
£2,032.00
£1,275.00
£116,620.60

ANNUAL SURPLUS
Reserve Brought Forward from 2014/15
TOTAL RESERVES CARRIED FORWARD FOR 2015/16

£15,038.61
£228,478.68
£243,517.29

Table 1. Financial summary for 2015/16
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ERIC NE concluded the financial year with a surplus income of £15,038.61. This was a result
of an underspend in staff costs, improved income from commercial data requests and an
unexpected service level agreement from Darlington Borough Council. The target for
commercial data request income this year was £63,600 based on a 10% increase on the
figure from 2014‐2015. Though the target was not reached, an additional bulk purchase of
data requests from Northumbrian Water covered the shortfall.

Figure 1. Income summary for 2015‐2016

Figure 2. Graph showing the increase in income from commercial data requests since
the launch of ERIC NE in 2010.
In the next financial year, the income target will be based on ERIC NE’s overall income,
rather than the commercial data request income only. The reason for this is that ERIC NE
has little control over the number of commercial data requests received and has more
influence on the attainment of funding from local authorities and other organisations.
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Currently 11% of ERIC NE’s income is derived from service level agreements (SLAs) with local
authorities, an increase from 8% in 2014‐2015. This figure is relatively low, reflecting the
financial position of the local authorities in the North East region. Feedback from local
authorities currently not signed up to ERIC NE is that it could prove difficult for them to
establish agreements for new or additional services with any external organisations in the
current climate.
However, it is anticipated that the existing local authority SLAs will be maintained for
2016/17 and the cost of these will not increase this year. ERIC NE has been working closely
with local authority partners to ensure their data needs are met; this is reflected in the new
Darlington SLA in which products have been tailored to fulfil their requirements.
Approaches will also be made to other local authorities in the region without existing
agreements in place to explore how ERIC NE can provide a cost effective service to fulfil
their ecological data requirements.

4. STAFFING, VOLUNTEERS, BOARD
The ERIC NE team consists of three full time (FT) staff:
 The ERIC NE Coordinator (1 x FT) is responsible for the development, delivery and
day‐to‐day running of the ERIC NE service. The Coordinator is line managed by the
Great North Museum: Hancock’s Museum Manager.
 The ERIC NE Officers (2 x FT) are responsible for data management, analysis and the
production of data products for commercial customers and project work
An additional Officer, Ian Thomas, was employed in September 2015 initially on a six month
contract to assist with a data backlog. Ian’s contract has been extended to July 2016.
43 volunteers have supported ERIC NE staff this year, working an incredible 1383 hours on a
variety of tasks including reformatting and digitising species data, digitising Phase 1 habitat
data using ArcGIS and carrying out administration work on Recorder 6. This contribution is
vital to the work of ERIC NE and ensures valuable data can be incorporated into the
database and utilised.
In addition to the 43 volunteers, three work placement students spent a total of 235 hours
assisting the ERIC NE team with a variety of tasks:
 Ian Walby and Chloe Taggart joined ERIC NE on a work placement from Durham
Wildlife Trust’s WildGround Project, where trainees are learning to apply a wildlife‐
friendly approach to grounds maintenance. They have worked on a number of tasks,
including digitising Phase 1 habitat maps, carrying out dataset clean‐ups and
assisting with data services.
 Kyle Neil completed a 35 hour student placement as part of Newcastle University’s
School of Marine Science and Technology Graduate Employability Skills for Marine
Scientists module. Kyle worked on digitisation of marine data and creating species
distribution maps for a public engagement event.
The LRC’s direction and policy is guided by the ERIC NE Board which meets quarterly. The
Board ensure that ERIC NE’s aims are being delivered successfully and the needs of users are
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being met. They provide valuable advice and assistance to the team as well as advocating
the work of ERIC NE across the region. For this reporting period, the Board members were
as follows:













Nick Brodin, Natural England
Terry Coult, Durham Biodiversity Partnership, Chair
Claire Dewson, Sunderland City Council
Sarah Glynn, Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums
Ruth Hadden, independent ecologist and recorder
Martin Kitching, North East Cetacean Project
Steve Lowe, Northumberland Wildlife Trust, Vice Chair
Clare Rawcliffe, South Tyneside Council
Phil Roxby, Tees Valley Biodiversity Partnership
Janet Simkin & James Littlewood, Natural History Society of Northumbria.
Heather Sugden, Newcastle University
Gill Thompson, Northumberland National Park Authority
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5. DATA COLLECTION AND MANAGEMENT
 Species data holdings
ERIC NE now holds over 2.8 million records with over 400,000 added to the database during
this reporting period. We estimate that at least 75% of the ecological data has been
collected by volunteer recorders. More detailed information and analysis of ERIC NE’s data
holdings can be found in Appendix 1.

Figure 3. Percentage of records held by ERIC NE per taxon.
In 2015/16, data sharing was established with the following recording groups and
organisations:
 Northumberland Badger Group
 Northumberland Inshore Fisheries & Conservation Authority
 Bees Wasps & Ants Recording
Society
 RSPB Swift Surveys
ERIC NE also receives regular updates of data from existing recording partners and
continues to be extremely grateful for the time recorders spend providing high quality data.
Full details of the current data exchange agreements with data providers are listed in
Appendix 2.


Improving quality of data and metadata
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Data accuracy and quality is a high priority for ERIC NE and records are regularly sent out to
County Recorders and other experts for checking. In the last year, the proportion of verified
records has fallen from 80% to 72%. This decrease is, in part, due to system improvements
which have allowed the team to process a backlog of unverified data from a variety of
sources more efficiently. Data processing bottlenecks had occurred as numerous small,
mixed taxon datasets had been submitted or digitised by volunteers during periods of staff
shortages. The staff resources required to mobilise such data resulted in these being
allocated as low priority. However, during the course of the year, the ERIC NE team has
worked to improve systems and automate processes wherever possible to ensure quicker
validation and mobilisation of many of these datasets.
The data is essentially being entered into the database at a quicker rate than verification can
take place. As discussed in last year’s report, there is still some work to be done to ensure all
records in the database are checked, and often this is dependent on verifiers being able to
find the time to carry out the checks. ERIC NE relies heavily on volunteer recorders, not just
for the collection of records but also for verifying them. As such, the verification process can
take a while to complete as it can be difficult to find the time to review large datasets. It is
hoped that as the backlog of records awaiting verification is addressed, the burden on
volunteer recorders will reduce and this task will become less onerous.

Figure 4. Proportion of verified and unverified records held by ERIC NE.
Most of the unverified data held by ERIC NE will still be supplied to third parties in data
requests as each record is provided with its verification status.
 Habitat data
ERIC NE’s volunteer team and work placement students are in the process of digitising three
large Phase 1 habitat maps currently only available in paper (or scanned) format. These are
the Gateshead 2008 Phase 1 habitat survey, the 1992 Durham Phase 1 survey and the North
Tyneside 1996 Phase 1 survey.
 Online Recording Portal
The Indicia‐based online recording portal enables users to easily log casual sightings or a list
of records from one location. They are also able to upload photographs of sightings, set
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sensitivity levels for their data and more easily explore other records logged around the
region. This year, improvements to the website have been carried out to enable the
recording portal to be mobile‐friendly, making for easier online recording out in the field.
5825 records have been submitted to the portal in total along with some fantastic
photographs that ERIC NE staff have been able to use to advocate the work of the LERC,
encourage people to record and promote its services. During 2015/16, 2291 records were
logged by 118 users, many of whom are regular website recorders.

6. DATA SEARCH REQUESTS
ERIC NE charges for data searches based on an hourly rate for managing, extracting and
presenting the data. The hourly rate includes a contribution towards the annual cost of
collating and managing the ERIC NE database as a whole. This charge is waived for individual
members of the public, academic users and conservation organisations where the data will
be used solely for conservation purposes, unless there is a considerable amount of staff
time required to provide the requested service; in such instances a fee may be charged.
The majority of data requests are from ecological consultants (88%), predominantly to
inform planning and development.

Figure 5. Proportion of data requests from different types of user.
A standard data request product for a consultant comprises of a map of statutory and non‐
statutory sites along with a list of protected and notable species for a 2km search around a
central grid reference. There are variations on this however, and users can request single
species lists, habitat maps and local wildlife site citations if available for their site of interest.

7. DATA PROVISION TO PARTNERS
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 Local authorities
Local authorities subscribed to ERIC NE for data provision receive six‐monthly updates of
data for their areas of coverage in GIS shapefile format along with a bespoke request service
for specific areas of interest comprising of species lists and distribution maps. Sunderland
City Council and Darlington Borough Council have adapted their requirements and now
receive Protected Species Alert Layers which are used as an initial screening toolkit in
planning and strategic development but could also be useful for targeted survey work.
Data we supply ensures that local authority partners comply with planning policy and
wildlife legislation and that sound decisions are made about where to focus conservation
effort, how best to manage land and where to direct development to minimise impacts on
the natural environment. ERIC NE continues to work closely with local authority partners to
ensure the service provided is fit for purpose and suitable for their needs.
 Government agencies
In 2014/15 Natural England and the Environment Agency proposed a 4‐year agreement for
species data supply via the NBN Gateway and direct submission of local site boundaries for
the region.
However in February 2016, Natural England announced that it would no longer be
continuing its Memorandum of Agreement with LERCs as of 1st April 2016. Summarising the
reason for this, they have stated ‘the LERC agreements do not deliver the changes towards
more Open Data that Natural England and Defra wish to see.’
This funding stream equates to approximately 10% of what was ERIC NE’s expected income
for the next financial year. The Environment Agency have shown a commitment to the work
of LERCS and the value of the data supplied, carrying forward their funding agreement to
2016/17.
 Northumbrian Water
For an annual fee, ERIC NE provides Northumbrian Water with one‐off data searches
consisting of species lists and site maps. 43 requests for data were made during this
reporting period totalling 67 hours work. By purchasing data searches in bulk, ERIC NE is
able to offer the searches with a 10% discount on the usual hourly rate (£72 + VAT rather
than £80 + VAT). Due to the amount of data requests from Northumbrian Water, an
additional 45 hours was purchased in February 2016.
 Project Work
ERIC NE offers bespoke environmental data analysis, interpretation and presentation
services for project work and is planning to develop this aspect of the work programme
further in the coming year. Examples of this year’s collaborations include:
 North Pennines AONB ‘WildWatch Project’ & ‘Cold‐Blooded & Spineless
Project’
The project aims to record and celebrate invertebrates in the North Pennines
AONB area and will run from 2015‐2019.
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ERIC NE has a service level agreement in place with NPAONB for data
management and provision, arranging verification of the data collected by
project volunteers and attendance at Advisory Group meetings. ERIC NE is also
assisting the Cold Blooded & Spineless project by gaining access to data to
assist with identifying candidate sites of Invertebrate significance


Northumberland Wildlife Trust Save our Magnificent Meadows
Save our Magnificent Meadows is a UK wide partnership project, raising
awareness of wildflower meadows and grasslands, restoring and improving
these areas. Survey work has been carried out on various sites across
Northumberland and ERIC NE has assisted the Trust with the digitisation of
survey data from field notes.



Freshwater Habitat Trust’s PondNet Project
ERIC NE is working with the Freshwater Habitats Trust on their new PondNet
Project which aims to provide much‐needed information about the condition
of ponds and the species they support. This year, ERIC NE has assisted with
data supply, access to pond sites and the coordination of training sessions for
volunteers.

8. SUPPORTING THE RECORDING COMMUNITY
 Annual conferences
The annual North East Wildlife Recording Conference was held in November at the Great
North Museum: Hancock with around 80 delegates attending. There was a wide range of
people present including professional ecologists, students and interested members of the
public. The full programme can be found in Appendix 2.
The Tees Valley Wildlife Recording Conference in April was also a success with 50 people in
attendance. This event was delivered in partnership with the Tees Valley WILD Green Places
project which aims to increase appreciation and understanding of the natural heritage of
the Tees Valley, as well as increase the skills of local people to record and care for this
heritage.
Both conferences are a celebration of wildlife recording across the region; showcasing a
variety of wildlife recording projects, activities and opportunities. It’s also a chance for the
ERIC NE team to show their appreciation to the recording community and demonstrate how
valuable their data is to users.
 Small grant scheme
ERIC NE offered the Small Grant Scheme again this year with an increased pot of £3,000
thanks to a contribution of £1,000 from Northumbrian Water. The money helped fund
several recording projects across the region. Grants were awarded to the following
volunteers / volunteer groups to support work that improved the quality, quantity or
coverage of data in the North East:
 Bill Quay Farm Bat & Bird monitoring
 Castle Eden Dene Badger group Badger sett surveys
 Friends of Brierdene Terrestrial & Aquatic Invertebrate surveys
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Garden Moth Scheme – Mike Cook Moth trap loans
North Pennines Wildlife Groups Bat monitoring & call analysis
Northumberland Coast AONB Training for farmland bird monitoring
St Mary’s Seal Watch Study and monitoring of seals
Wylam Community Orchard Bat and butterfly surveys and training

The data collected during the course of these projects will be incorporated into ERIC NE’s
database.
 ‘Make Your Records Count’ talks for community groups
The team regularly deliver talks to local volunteer and community groups, sharing
information on ERIC NE's activity, how the data is used and why it is so important. These
events are a good opportunity to show how valuable the groups' records are and show ERIC
NE’s appreciation of their hard work. It is also a chance to promote ERIC NE’s online
recording system and talk participants through the process of logging their records online.
This year, talks were delivered to the following groups:







Durham Wildlife Trust WildGround trainees
Northumberland National Park Authority young naturalists
Durham Wildlife Trust reserve volunteers
Friends of Red Kites
Gateshead Volunteer Rangers
Friends of Brierdene community group

These meetings have been an excellent opportunity for ERIC NE to establish relationships
with local groups and have also resulted in improved two‐way data sharing.
 Support for data management
ERIC NE continues to assist local recorders and recording groups with management of
records; for example, by digitising paper records, producing distribution maps or helping
with training in the use of recording software. This year, ERIC NE staff have provided
support to Northumberland Bat Group who have made the decision to use Recorder 6 to
manage their bat data and improve the efficiency with which they can respond to data
requests.
Two‐way data sharing agreements also ensure ERIC NE supplies data collated from a variety
of sources back with groups and individual recorders to enhance their own data holdings.
 Support for national monitoring surveys
As well as offering a series of species identification taster days, ERIC NE is keen to support
and promote surveys administered by local and national recording schemes and societies.
This year, these have included the Sea Watch Foundation’s National Whale & Dolphin
Watch and the People's Trust for Endangered Species’ Hedgehog Survey. ERIC NE’s
involvement with such activities ranges from assisting in the delivery of local training
sessions on species identification and survey protocol, to coordinating the supply of survey
equipment to volunteers.

Page 12 of 32

ERIC North East Annual Report 2015‐2016

May 2016

9. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
662 people attended the public events programme over the course of this year. The events
are attended mostly by beginner wildlife recorders (excluding the Recorder’s Conference),
helping to build confidence and provide a ‘taster’ of recording. Events figures are provided
below.
Event
Tees Valley Wildlife Recorders Conference
Brierdene BioBlitz
Glow Worms
Seashore Explore (MWF)

Date
25/04/2015
30/05/2015
20/06/2015
23/07/2015

Participants
55
70
40
32

Big Watch Weekend (including 2 training sessions)
Mini‐beast Hunts (Spineless)
Seashore Explore (Spineless)
Minibeast Hunts (Spineless)
Seashore Explore (Spineless)
Low Newton BioBlitz
Fungal Foray
North East Wildlife Recording Conference

Jul‐15
04/08/2015
06/08/2015
25/08/2015
20/08/2015
22/08/2015
31/10/2015
28/11/2015

50
150
34
120
27
100
25
80
783

Audience
Adults
Adults/families
Adults/families
Adults/families
Adults/young
people
Children
Adults/families
Children
Adults/families
Adults/families
Adults/families
Adults

Public events tend to be delivered in partnership with local wildlife groups or organisations
who provide the expertise in species identification. These events are an excellent
opportunity to stimulate an interest in species recording, talk to people about the value of
logging their sightings and then direct interested parties to local groups and national
recording schemes where they can gain support and improve their identification skills.
A key highlight from the events
programme this year was the
Big Watch Weekend; the
second annual citizen science
cetacean survey for the North
East coast, contributing to the
Sea Watch Foundation’s
National Whale & Dolphin
Watch. The survey was carried
out in partnership with whale
and dolphin
charities ORCA, MARINELife an
d the North Sea Wildlife Trusts.
Over 35 volunteers were
recruited and trained to record
sightings of whales, dolphins
and porpoises across 17 sites
over a weekend in July. 31
marine mammal records were
collected in total along with
valuable effort data.

View from Ryhope cliff tops ‐ Big Watch Weekend 2015
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10. COMMUNICATIONS AND ADVOCACY


ERIC NE online recording portal

www.ericnortheast.org.uk/wildlife

2200 records have been
added to ERIC NE’s online
recording portal between
April 2015 and March 2016.
During the summer, work
was carried out to improve
the recording portal for
mobile devices, improving
the ability to record wildlife
on the go.
The portal has been
promoted through leaflets,
at events and using online
media.

 Facebook
www.facebook.com/ericnortheast
Facebook likes have increased to 500 over the course of the
year, and ERIC NE staff have ensured that the timeline
remains up to date with current news items, interesting
records and event information. A key highlight of activity on
Facebook was a post about a basking shark trapped due to
low tides at Craster. The shark did make it away unharmed.
Over 800 people viewed the post on Facebook.
 Spineless Exhibition
In the summer of 2015, the Great North Museum: Hancock held the Spineless Exhibition. An
exhibition about Invertebrates. As part of the Exhibition a Comic aimed at Children was
produced – ERIC NE sponsored a comic strip as well as had a panel about recording
Invertebrates in the Region.


Talk to Northern Branch of Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental
Management (CIEEM)
This talk in December 2015 was a fantastic opportunity to meet with CIEEM members to
discuss how they might be able to work in partnership with ERIC NE and utilise its services.
Attendees found it particularly useful to hear about how the ERIC NE team manages and
manipulates data, and demonstrations using different tools in Excel proved beneficial.
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 Visit to Centre for Environmental Data and Recording (CEDaR), Northern Ireland
The ERIC NE team travelled to Northern Ireland for a reciprocal museum‐hosted records
centre visit; the staff from CEDaR visited ERIC NE in March 2015. It was a very constructive
meeting, focussing on LERC best practice and skills sharing.

11. FUTURE OBJECTIVES
The Forward Plan for 2016‐2017 is available in Appendix 4 and this outlines the work plan
for the year across three priority areas. It also captures how the work of ERIC NE links into
the Arts Council England’s goals which accounts for 30% of TWAM’s overall funding. ERIC NE
has also built in areas of the ALERC accreditation criteria to work towards over the coming
year. The aims of Accreditation are to identify a minimum level of standards but also to
build confidence in LERCs as bodies which hold biodiversity information in trust for society
and manage public resources well.
Some key areas of development for 2016/17 which will enable ERIC NE to continue to
improve and build upon previous success are as follows:
 Build on achievements in streamlining ERIC IT data management processes and
improving efficiency
 Promote data services available to potential new local authority partners as well as
expanding range of services available to other customers.
 Achieve ALERC accreditation.
 Apply for better access to NBN Gateway datasets, specifically for invertebrate
datasets, with a view to incorporating these into ERIC NE’s data holdings
ERIC NE will has also developed a three year Business Plan for 2015‐2018 which is available
for download from the website.
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APPENDIX 1

ERIC NE Data Report 2016
As of June 2016, ERIC NE has around 2.8 million species records in the database and habitat data
covering almost 40% of the region. Information about different elements species and habitat data
held are covered below. ERIC NE uses Recorder 6 to manage species data and Arc GIS to manage
Habitat & Site data.

Contents
Species Data
Taxonomic breakdown

Page 2

Verification

Page 2

Currency

Page 3

Coverage

Page 4

Precision & Accuracy

Page 5

Habitat data
Currency

Page 6

Coverage

Page 7

Precision & accuracy

Page 8
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Species Data
Taxonomic breakdown
The below chart shows the species group breakdown for records within the ERIC NE database.
Invertebrates are by far the largest taxonomic group followed by Birds. The size of these larger
groups are due to Moth recording schemes and data from one of the region’s Bird Clubs. Of the
records that ERIC NE hold 42% of the records are for Protected & Notable species.

Verification
ERI NE has a verification process whereby records are checked for validity by a specialist or county
recorder for the species group. The chart below chows the proportion of ERIC NE records that have
been checked. The current amount of verified records stands at 73%, which ERIC NE aim to increase
to 90%
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Currency
Species Data for the region is particularly weighted toward more recent decades as might be
expected with a relatively recent LERC. ERIC will work toward increasing the amount of recent data
for the most recent 5 years, to ensure data is current and relevant.

The temporal range of the data covers from 1760s through to the present. As part of the process of
compiling this data a particular spike was found in 1905 records, which is a result of formatting
issues with Microsoft Excel’s date format, as seen in the graph below. The team aim to investigate
and eliminate these in the near future.
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Coverage
Species richness for the region can be seen below. This Map shows the number of species recorded
in each 10km grid square in the North East.
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Precision & Accuracy
Species data is held at various resolutions. The Chart below shows the percentage of record at their
respective precision as available in recorder.

The next chart shows the percentage of data available at each resolution.

Information on accuracy is not usually received by ERIC NE, however any information on accuracy
received will be made available in the metadata for the relevant survey.

Habitat Data
Currency
The Majority of the habitat information held by ERIC NE was collected in the last 10 years, however
some data as can be seen in the metadata document has temporal range of up to 10 years. Also
some datasets had an unknown temporal extent
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Coverage
ERIC NE holds habitat data for approximately 31% of the region. The map below shows the area
where habitat data is available.
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The estimated coverage for each broad habitat type was calculated using the CORINE Land Cover
map 2012. This gives broad estimations of how much of each habitat data we hold. Techniques to
improve analysis will be developed as new data and tools become available. Habitat coverage is
found in the table below.

Total
8675314800 3303529678
Built‐up & bare
887011881
13867926
Grassland
&
Arable
5629078766 731557696
Heathland
872139819
773714752
marine
70010724
65084463
water
72191101
26444610
wetland
536824232
810427319
woodland
797208633
882432912

38.1%
1.56%
13.00%
88.71%
92.96%
36.63%
150.97%
110.69%

Precision & accuracy
Precision of habitat data can be found in the Habitat & Site Metadata which states, where supplied,
information on capture methods and digitisation standards. Accuracy of data will be provided in the
metadata when it is made available.
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APPENDIX 2
ERIC North East Data Sharing Partners 2015/16
AECOM
National Trust
Alnwick Wildlife Group
Natural England
Barrett Environmental
Natural History Society of Northumbria
Bat Conservation Trust
Nature Conservancy Council
Berwick Wildlife Group
Newcastle City Council
Biological Records Centre
Newcastle University
Blyth Valley Borough Council
North East Fungus Study Group
Boro Becks Project
North East Reptile & Amphibian Group
Botanical Society of the British Isles
North Pennines AONB
British Bryological Society
North Tyneside Council
British Lichen Society
Northumberland Bat Group
Buglife
Northumberland Badger Group
Butterfly Conservation
Northumberland Biodiversity Partnership
Cleveland Naturalists’ Field Club
Northumberland
Inshore
Fisheries
Cumbria Biodiversity Data Service
Conservation Authority
Darlington & Teesdale Naturalists’ Field Club
Northumberland County Council
Delta Simons
Northumberland National Park Authority
Dendra Consulting
Northumberland Wildlife Trust
DOVE Marine Laboratory
Northumbria Mammal Group
Dragonfly Recording Network
Northumbrian Water
Durham Bat Group
Otter Network
Durham Biodiversity Data Service
Penn Associates
Durham Biodiversity Partnership
People’s Trust for Endangered Species
Durham Bird Club
Prickly Pals North East
Durham Constabulary
Quakers’ Hole Wetland Project
Durham County Council
rECOrd Cheshire
Durham Wildlife Trust
Red Squirrels Northern England
E3 Ecology
RSPB
EcoNorth
South Tyneside Council
EMEC
Sunderland Museum
English Heritage
Tarmac Quarries
Environment Agency
Teesmouth Bird Club
Forestry Commission
Tees Rivers Trust
Friends of Brierdene
Tees Valley Biodiversity Partnership
Froglife
Tees Valley Wildlife Trust
Great North Museum Hancock
Total Ecology
Hartlepool Borough Council
Tunstall Hills Protection Group
Heart of Teesdale Project
Vincent Wildlife Trust
iRecord
Wildflower Ark
Keep Eaglescliffe Special
Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust
Lanchester Wildlife Group
Wylam Community Orchard
Limestone Landscapes
Young Nature
Middlesbrough Borough Council
Plus many more individual recorders
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APPENDIX 4
ERIC NE: Environmental Records Information Centre North East
Forward Plan 2016 – 2017
Overview
Priority Area 1: Data M
Aim 1

Expand ERIC North East's species and habitat data holdings

Aim 2

Improve data quality, accuracy and management

Aim 3

Support for recording community

Priority Area 2: Structure and Business Development
Aim 5

Secure future funding and promote services to the full range of potential users

Priority Area 3: Public Involvement and Communications
Aim 6

Increase participation in wildlife recording

Aim 7

Enable families to explore the natural environment of the region and encourage a new generation of wildlife recorders amongst
children and young people.

Aim 7

Improve communications and publicity, including social media
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Medium Term Plan
Aim 1: Expand ERIC North East's species and habitat data holdings
Objective

Task

Lead

1.1

Negotiate data sharing agreements with key recording groups in the region and Katherine/Paul
ecological consultants; work closely with priority groups that are as yet
uncertain about sharing their data

December 2016

1.2

Prioritise datasets based on Key focus areas (Age, priority species, project Ian/Katie
relevance, format)

Ongoing

1.3

Monitor updates to LWS boundaries by local sites partnerships to ensure data Ian/Katie
held is up to date

December 2016

1.4

Promote online recording using the new portal

Ongoing

1.5

Efficient coordination of the volunteer programme to enable quick turnaround Ian/Katie
of priority datasets and reduction of backlog. Increase of volunteer hours by
10%

March 2017

1.6

Source and collate invertebrate datasets to support the North Pennines AONB’s Ian/Katie
Cold Blooded & Spineless project.

Ongoing

1.7

Use technology & innovation to streamline the digitisation process.

March 2017

All

Aim 2: Improve data quality, accuracy and management
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Objective

Task

Lead

Deadline

2.1

Ensure Recorder dictionary upgrades are carried out on a regular basis

Katherine/Paul

September
March 2017

2.2

Ensure hardware and software is at the required level for maintaining efficient Katherine/Paul
service

Ongoing

2.3

Improve the quality and the availability of habitat data locally and to encourage All
action to strategically fill any obvious data gaps.

December 2016

2.4

Produce a list of species and habitat datasets with metadata for the website (A)

July 2016

2.5

Improve metadata for all datasets (A) and ensure metadata for all new datasets All
is comprehensive. All existing datasets in recorder updated by July 2017

Ongoing

2.6

Continue to improve instruction manuals for data management procedures to All
ensure standardisation across all staff and volunteers. Complete Volunteer
handbook by September 2016.

Ongoing/ September
2016

2.7

Improve proportion of verified records in Recorder to 90%

All

March 2017

2.8

Staff to attend training to improve Id skills and develop IT systems

Ian Katie

March 2017

2.9

Improve data quality by carrying out regular Recorder clean‐ups; removing Ian/Katie
duplicates, amending grid references etc. Complete 10% by March 2017.

March 2017

2.10

Improve the quality and availability of habitat data locally and encourage action Katherine/Paul
to strategically fill any obvious data gaps

December2016
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Aim 3: Support for recorders and recording groups
Objective

Task

Lead

3.1

Deliver two annual North East Recording Conferences which celebrate Katherine/Paul
recording across the region and offer opportunities to become involved with a
variety of different projects and schemes

Deliver both
March 2017

3.2

Ensure National Schemes & Societies who require data updates to enhance Katherine/Paul
their databases receive them on time in line with data sharing agreements

Ongoing

3.3

Deliver Small Grant Scheme to support an improvement in the quality and Katherine/Paul
quantity of data being gathered

March 2017

3.4

Continue to assist recording groups with data digitisation and production of Ian/Katie
maps to support their work

Ongoing

3.5

Promotion of recording groups’ and societies’ activities and events through the All
website, email lists and social media

Ongoing

3.6

Visit local community wildlife groups to talk about the importance of wildlife Katherine/Paul
recording and how the data is used in decision making.

Ongoing
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Aim 4: Secure future funding and promote services to the full range of potential users
Objective

Task

Lead

4.1

Work closely with existing SLA partners to ensure their data needs are met and Katherine/Paul
negotiate extension of agreements for 2015/16

December 2016

4.2

Adapt to requirements of key funding partners

Katherine/Paul

March 2016

4.3

Promote bespoke services provided to existing and potential new users

Katherine/Paul

March 2016

4.4

Achieve ALERC Accreditation to ensure standards are met and to build All
confidence in LRCs as bodies which hold biodiversity information in trust for
society and manage public resources well.

July 2016

4.5

Ensure involvement with Local Nature Partnerships processes for tees valley Katherine/Paul
and NE LNP

Ongoing

4.6

Attend other partnership meetings where possible to keep abreast of users’ Katherine/Paul
needs and ensure ERIC continues to be a user‐led data service

Ongoing

4.7

Promote ERIC North East as a vital resource to ensure nature conservation, Katherine/Paul
development planning and academic research across the region are better
informed through the supply of high quality environmental data.

Ongoing

4.8

Achieve a 5% increase in total income against projected income for 2016‐2017.

March 2017

Aim 5: Promote and increase participation in biological recording
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Objective

Task

Lead

Deadline

5.1

Deliver a range of public recording ‘taster’ days and attend BioBlitzes across the All
region to highlight the record collection aspects of these events

December 2016

5.2

Support structured surveying for national schemes and societies e.g. PTES Katherine/Paul
National hedgehog Survey, Sea Watch Foundation’s National Whale & Dolphin
Watch

Ongoing

5.3

Promote online recording, encouraging participants to use the system following All
events

October 2016

5.4

Support projects across the region with a wildlife recording remit. Aim to All
support 2 new projects.

Ongoing

5.5

Support the facilitation of species ID skills by working in partnership with Katherine/Paul
schemes, societies & organisations providing training opportunities.

March 2016

Complete

Aim 6: Enable families to explore the natural environment of the region and encourage a new generation of wildlife recorders amongst children and
young people.
Objective

Task

Lead

6.1

Offer a range of family activities in partnership with other organisations for All
children and young people to learn more about the wildlife around them and
improve their wildlife identification skills.
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Continue to participate in BioBlitz events with schools and families to All
encourage an interest in wildlife recording.

March 2016

Aim 7: Improve communications and publicity, including social media
Objective

Task

Lead

7.1

Ensure website is displaying current news and events, including key new All
datasets, project work etc. aim for a minimum of one article a week.

Ongoing

7.2

Regularly update Facebook page with local news and events – at least every All
two days

Ongoing

7.3

Promote wildlife recording through hedgerow survey, promoting via the All
website and Facebook.

November 2016
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